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The fall semester meeting of the Pastoral Council of Our Lady of Wisdom Parish was called to
order at 11:15 am on 24 October 2021 in the Library of the Catholic Student Center by Mr Bill
Fillman. Mr Fillman welcomed those in attendance and he offered an opening prayer.

Members present:  Bill Fillman-Chair; Russ Louch-Liturgy Commission;  Anna
Hernandez-Service and Evangelization Commission;  Robert Hernandez-Stewardship
Commission;  Elsa Thorn— Women of Wisdom;  Cecilia Pena-recorder;  David
Jarzynka-Campus Minister; and Fr Jim Chamberlain, Pastor.

Attending by Zoom Mario Amaro-Student Representative; Nayda Vasquez-Student
Representative; and  Robert Aanstoos-Faith Formation Commission

Parishioners: Rogelio Gaspar and Janet Whitehead. Mr Fillman stated all parishioners are
always welcome to attend meetings. Meetings will be announced two weeks in advance.

Old Business:
-Thanksgiving Travel Goody Bags for Students—The Goody Bags will be available for students
after Masses on Sunday, 21 November 2021. Permanent Community members will be asked to
bring wrapped items for the bags. The bags will be packed on Friday, 19 November at 10 am.
Mr Fillman stated that last year there were ample contributions and the Goody Bags were
popular among students.
-Permanent Community Christmas Party-This event will be held on Friday, 10 Dec 2021 at 6
pm. Volunteers will be asked to bring appetizers and desserts. Mr Fillman will check with certain
parishioners to see if the main dishes will be donated. Tickets will be sold to ensure a count of
how many will be in attendance and possibly cover the cost of food. A White Elephant gift
exchange will also be held after dinner.

New Business:
Establishment of Commissions:
-Russ Louch-Liturgy Commission--Mr Louch reported he and Deacon Chris have held 2 training
sessions for mass servers and Eucharistic ministers. Sacristans are also needed.
-Anna Hernandez-Service and Evangelization Commission--Mrs Hernandez would like to
include Spanish and Latin prayers for the congregation, help the Caminantes (Walkers) student
group, and provide EIM training. Fr Jim announced a Spanish Mass will be added on the first
Saturday of the month at 5 pm. The first Spanish Mass will be celebrated on 4 December.
-Robert Hernandez-Stewardship Commission--He will be the PC representative to the Parish
Finance Council



-Vasquez-Nanya offered to co-chair with Anna Hernandez the Service and Evangelization
Commission. Phone numbers were exchanged.
-Mario Amaro-Mr Amaro offered to co-chair the Faith Formation Commission.  Also, to
host/manage Zoom set up and link for future meetings.
-Elsa Thorn-Women of Wisdom-Elsa reported the September bake sale hosted by WOW and
MEO collected $561.11 for St Vincent de Paul. She proposed that the bake sale become an
annual event in September instead of passing the basket for the monthly St Vincent de Paul
collection to aid the needy. There was discussion regarding different methods to make
donations /payment at the bake sale. Many students do not carry cash. It would be beneficial if
a donation could be made through other methods besides cash, such as the DIP Jar managed
by Development.
-Men of Wisdom-Mr Filman-Advent Night kickoff dinner will be Tuesday, 30 November at 7pmin
Lobby. Mr Filman announced the Tuesday Power lunch is not working well. Instead, a
Wednesday morning Men’s Power Hour will start on 27 October at 8 am.
-Art and Environment-Holiday Decorating Plan—Rowena Vallo and Elvira Medina will be
involved with servicing the altar linens and preparing for various liturgical events. The office has
set up a calendar to follow.
-Parish Strategic Plan- Mr Filman requested members become familiar with the spreadsheet
provided. More discussion will follow at the next meeting.

Administrative:
-A Zoom link will be added for future meetings.
-Mr David Zarzynka has opened Google drive accounts and address on the OLOW drive for PC
use

Open Table:
-Fr Jim asked if the Parish  ever provided bereavement meals for families after funerals. Mrs
Hernandez commented that many of the WOW members are older ladies and she didn’t feel
that it would be feasible to volunteer their help. A committee may be set up to study the
possibility of providing meals after funerals.
-Ms. Whitehead asked if there are very many students on campus who are hungry or in need of
food. It was mentioned that OLOW no longer has Tuesday lunches. Mario and Nayda stated
they are aware of some students unable to afford food. Different programs were mentioned that
students could go to for help. Elsa mentioned TX State has a program called Bobcat Bounty
where needy students can go to receive help. Bill and Russ suggested stocking the pantry at
OLOW with Ramen, peanut butter etc. Robert Hernandez asked about the Work Study program
on campus. Rogelio suggested HEB might be another source for helping needy students.

Fr Jim thanked the group for adding additional views and perspectives to the ministry of OLOW.
Next meeting will be on 14 November 2021 and 11;15 pm. The meeting concluded with a
blessing by Fr Jim at 12:35.

Respectfully submitted, Cecilia Pena, Recorder


